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Editors Notes
We look forward to the warming 
rays of the sun after a very tough 
winter. The blast of snow in early 
April was the last gasp of a tenacious 
and unrelenting winter. In my youth 
it was just another season called 
winter, which was something to 
endure and try to enjoy. Now it’s 
like a bad houseguest that won’t go 
away. I tried cross-country skiing 
and that was OK for a couple of 
afternoons. I tried to work on 
projects that had been delayed from 
last fall. I still found myself wanting 
a “normal” spring, whatever that is. 
It seems normal has come to mean 
cold, rainy, and high silted rivers 
and streams. As I write we are in a 
stretch of sunny days that I honestly 
can’t ever remember occurring in 
April. It’s usually overcast and...
you guessed it, rainy. I’ll stick with 
the sunshine and I hope it stays. 

The trout season is upon us and 
I hope you have success in your 
outings throughout the year. 
Remember there is more to fishing 
than the fish! If you get a chance, 

cont. from pg. 2
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Editors Notes cont.
cont. from pg. 1

take a youth fishing; it’s good for the both of you.

This is the last newsletter until this fall. To 
keep up with chapter events please check our 
website (www.neshannock-tu.org). We will post 
workday info there and we will email those on 
our list. If you want the latest chapter info and 
you haven’t sent us your email address please do 
so. Send it to tjochman@sbcglobal.net. Thanks 
and don’t catch them all…leave some for me.

The banquet was a bit of a surprise in that we had 
more people than was expected by the ticket count. 
The 178 attendees had an excellent dinner and 
a chance at numerous prizes. The interest in our 
fly tiers was evident throughout the evening and 
the kids enjoyed Aaron Monroe’s “Bag the Trout” 
game. We don’t have the final tally yet but looking 
at similar revenue from last year we should net 
around $4500 to help with next years projects. 

Once again thanks to all those who helped to 
make the banquet a success and please support 
the local businesses that traditionally help to 
make our banquet a great annual event.

2005 Banquet Donors
National
Buck Knives Cabela’s
Chota Outdoor Products Fly Logic
Gander Mountain Glenn River Flys
Headwaters Rod Co. Jann’s Netcraft
Loon Outdoors  Peak&Peak Resort
Ray Rantanen Knives The Creek Co.
Whitetail Products Wright McGill

Get ready for some fishing and camaraderie at the 
two club events this spring. First, a day’s fishing at 
Oil Creek State Park at Petroleum center. The date 
Saturday May 7th and in case of rain or high water 

This Year’s Club Outings 
N. Loprire

no rain date will be held. If unsure contact a board 
member. We will have coffee waiting at “Shelter #1” at 
Petroleum Center at 7:30 am. Some skip that in favor 
of early fishing. A lunch of dogs and burgers with all 
the trimmings will be served at 12 sharp. That way 
we can all find out where the fishing has been good. 
Please contact me (steelhd789@aol.com) or Jeff Kremis 
(bentley48@neo.rr.com)if you plan to attend, so we 
will know how much food to buy.

Our annual weekend trip to Potter County will be 
June 3-5. We arrive Friday evening and stay at John 
Gavalier’s camp. You will need a sleeping bag, pillow, 
a steak (or something to grill), any beverages (we 
will have soda) and fishing equipment. The club will 
provide all the other food. Because of this we need 
to know who will be attending. Please let a board 
member know or see above to reserve a spot. It is a 
very lay back weekend and with good weather the 
fishing can be very good. The Saturday steak fest and 
George Marsh’s lumberjack breakfasts are not to be 
missed. Mark your calendars and call. 

27th Annual Spring Banquet 
N. Loprire

Pennsylvania
Ben Bisset Chevrolet Cianci’s Rest
Benjamin’s Rest Buhl Park
Combine Bros. Rest. Erie Seawolves
Fly Fisher’s Paradise Greenroof Inn
Grove City Wal-Mart H&D Distributors
McCandless Ford Neshannock Fly Shop
Nittany Lion Grille Pittsburgh Pirates
Shannon’s Kandy Kitchen Shenango Riv Watchers
Whilhelm Winery Pittsburgh Steelers

Ohio
Abruzzi’s 422 Rest Books & Hooks
Cleveland Browns Cordy”s Cigars
D’Fishinfool Guide  Etching’s Unlimited
Hartford Orchards Imperial Restrnt
Mahoning Valy Scrappers Palumbo’s Meats
Ponderosa –Warren Tamer Win C.C. 

Individuals
Pete Anthony Larry Beckstein
John Bender John Bono
Bud Bovard Jim Brown
Alan Gyurek Brad Hoffman
Tom & Carol Jochman Nick Loprire
Dr. Chuck Moxley Dick & Donna Natoli
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Workday Review - 2005
Jeff Kremis

The second annual Youth Fishing Derby will be 

held on Wolf Creek in Grove City PA on May 

14, 2005 from 9 to noon. The derby will be 

located at the Children and Handicapped Fishing 

Area on Wolf Creek .3 miles from the college 

on Greenwood Ave. Registration will start at 

8:30 and is open to children 12 and under and 

individuals with disabilities. The young fishermen 

should bring their rods and reels and either 

live bait such as worms or artificial lures. They 

should also bring a stringer to hold their fish. 

Around 9:00 there will be stocking of trout, all 

participants will receive a hat, a free lunch will 

be provided, and there will be numerous prizes 

given out. Parents will need to register their 

child and sign a consent form. This was a great 

success last year and it is anticipated that this 

year’s event will be even better. Major sponsors 

are the Borough of Grove City, Armstrong Utilities, 

Grove City Sportsman’s Club, and of course 

Neshannock Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Any TU 

members wishing to help children learn to fish 

What a great day and a very productive workday 

on Coolspring. April 9th was our first workday of 

the year. We had 17 people participate and it made 

the clean up work go very quickly. We split into 

two groups, one going to Wolf Creek in Grove 

City and the other cleaning the highway and trails 

around Coolspring. The litter detail covered the 

mile or so along Scrubgrass road. I was a beautiful 

day that made the hike along the road even more 

pleasant. We picked up over 8 bags along with 

the odd muffler and tailpipe. It may sound like a 

lot but the veterans all agreed that the highway 

is much cleaner than when we adopted it. 

The crew headed by Tom Jochman and Dick 

Natoli did similar clean up work along Wolf 

Creek. Their effort was more directed along the 

stream bank. They also installed a sign along 

the special regulated area of the creek. This is 

the youth and handicapped fishing area that 

our chapter helped develop in 2003. We will 

be having a fishing derby there next month.

I want to say thanks to all who took the time 

to attend and we hope to see you at the next 

workday. We will post it on our website (www.

neshannock-tu.org). Please send your email 

address to us (tjochman@sbcglobal.net) and 

we will contact you about the next workday. 

Fishing Derby May 14 
R. Rickert (Youth coordinator)

will discover that it is a great experience for 

both the child and the member, so anyone 

who would like to volunteer their help would 

be appreciated. If you have any questions, 

contact Dick Rickert at (724) 588-7047.

 

Also, the board has been quite active in 

support of youth activities. The chapter has 

given 2 scholarships to the Mercer County 

Sportsman’s Club Youth Camp, and, this year 

we will be sponsoring two young adults to 

the 2005 Rivers Conservation and Fly Fishing 

Youth Camp in Boiling Springs, PA. Tyler 

Micsky, a junior at Reynolds High School in 

Greenville, PA, and John Buchenic, a tenth 

grader from Hubbard (Ohio) High School 

are both quite excited to attend the camp 

and learn to fly fish as well as develop an 

understanding of conservation in our streams. 

Both young men are outstanding individuals 

and good representatives from our chapter.
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I have fished all my life and fly-fished over 28 years. 
It is a sport that encompasses many facets that 
please the others and me who pursue it with some 
passion. “Some” is the key word in the previous 
sentence. I fly fish for a number of reasons and 
catching trout or steelhead is only one reason. I 
don’t understand the person that fly fish without 
enjoying nature and all that surrounds them. 

A case in point was noted on a trip for steelhead 
this past spring. It was early spring and it was the 
first really nice day (65 degrees) after the long, long 
winter. I was excited to see the clear, dancing water, 
the sun warming my back, and the blue sky. The 
fact that fishing turned out to be very good made 
for a memorable day. Of course, I was not alone 
on the stream. I crossed paths with a young man in 
his late 20’s enjoying (or so I thought) what the day 
was offering. He was wading, with purpose, up the 
middle of the area of spawning gravel I wanted to 
fish. He was wading so quickly I’m sure he spooked 
a few fish he never took the time to notice. I figured 
that the fish would return in a few minutes, once the 
area calmed. As he passed we exchanged the usual 
pleasantries about the day, the number of fish caught 
on which flies, etc. I proceeded down stream to the 
area he vacated and immediately noted a number 
of steelhead against the far bank. I can’t remember 
if he had sunglasses on or if he did, they may not 
have been polarized and he missed seeing them. In 
any case I had a bunch of fish to cast my fly to. 

After a few casts and some prudent positioning, I had 
my first fish on and as we all do, I looked up stream 
to see if my fellow fisherman noted my success. He 
did and had the expression of someone who was 
puzzled. I’m guessing he was puzzled that I caught 
a fish from where he left. I hooked another fish and 
when I looked up I noted that the young man was 
also into a steelhead. I also noticed something that, 
at first, puzzled me. He had an odd stance as he 
fought the fish. It was almost a pained or strained 
type of stance with his head cocked to one side. I 

Times are Different – Not Better
By N. Loprire

glanced back after a several minutes and the fish 
was leading him downstream to me. Now, I had a 
closer look at his pained condition and found the 
reason for it. He was fighting this steelhead while 
talking on a cell phone!! The phone was trapped 
between his head and his shoulder as he fought 
the fish. I was so taken back that for an instant I 
forgot I was playing a fish. I cannot imagine whom 
this guy was talking too. THERE IS NO WAY that 
I would consider answering a cell phone while 
hooked to a fish. If fact the only reason I would 
carry a cell phone is for emergency purposes. Unless 
he was coaching his wife through a birth or was 
answering the LAST question on “Who Wants to 
be a Millionaire”, he should not be on a phone. 

I consider my fishing time a precious piece of my 
life to be spent away from the day-to-day stresses 
that help support the antacid industry. It is a time 
to reflect, think, enjoy a simple breeze, and see a 
hawk soar overhead or just watch the water sparkle 
like a river of diamonds. This young man has not yet 
learned the true essence of the outdoor sports and 
that is sad. Has life for the younger generation gotten 
to the point where there is not enough time to enjoy 
a pursuit with out mixing in the mainstream of life? 

Please let me know if you ever see a Saturday 
morning fishing or hunting show where at “the 
critical moment” you observe the sportsperson 
talking on a cell phone. I assure you that it won’t 
happen. Half of the visual experience of these 
shows is to put the viewer in an exotic place 
with no distractions from the outside world. 
The reason is that the viewing sportsperson 
wants to escape for just a while from reality. 

I just hope this was just an exception and that I 
never see it again. I felt like saying something to 
the young man but I think in a few years he will 
grow to understand what he is missing or he will 
leave this sport and switch to playing video games 
on the boob tube and we’ll all be better for it.
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Rafferty’s Printing
Quality Commercial Printing

724.662.1415

108 Timber Village Center/Sharon-Mercer Rd.
Mercer, Pennsylvania 16137

Located in:
The former Maple Ave. School

110 Maple Avenue
Girard, Ohio 44420

Phone: (330) 545-1906
Fax: (330) 545-4097

Quick On/Off from I-80

Books & Hooks

Directions: Girard exit off of I-80. Travel south on 422; take first left turn, which is Maple Avenue.

We are a full-service fly fishing shop featuring the largest
selection of fly fishing books in the Tri-State Area

We carry your favorite brands of rods, reels, fly tying
tools, materials, etc., etc. Bad jokes and stale donuts are
standard fare.

FLY TYING AND CASTING LESSONS

Your Fly Fishing Shop

THOMAS L. BOST D.M.D.

Telephone 588-3012

Office Hours
by Appointment

126 College Avenue
Greenville, P ennsylvania 16125

Suite 100, Masonic Building
312 Chestnut Street
Meadville, PA 16335

(614) 724-1733

136 Goetech Road
Greenville, PA 16125

(724) 588-1637

Financial Counseling

William L. Fay
8388 SHARON-MERCER ROAD

MERCER, PA 16137

OWNER-MANAGER
ìTWIGî

GLADYS MOHNEY

PHONE: (724) 662-3357
M-F 8-6 P.M.
SAT 8-4 P.M.
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Catch & Release – Protect Our Resources

Neshannock Creek Fly Shop
on the Neshannock Creek

MAIN STREET • VOLANT, PA 16156
(724) 533-3212

Home of the

Lunker Trout
Free Shipping on all Mail

Orders over $100
No Sales Tax on Shipments

Outside of PA.

Fly Fishing Instructions
by Appointment

"Guide Service Available"

1000 ft. of Groomed Stream Frontage
Fly Tying Materials • Books & Flies

"Full Service Fly Shop"
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